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Ljubljana – 4th Meeting
4th – 5th March 2010
PUBLIC WORKSHOP,
4th March 2010
Meeting Place: Social Centre Rog, Trubarjeva 72, Ljubljana

 Participants:  Pierre L. Carrolaggi (GRETA du  Velay), Valéry Alibert (GRETA du Velay), Jerome Combaz (GRETA du Velay), Aigul Hakimova (KD GMAJNA), Barbara Beznec  (KD GMAJNA), Polona Mozetic (KD GMAJNA), Danijela Tamsec (KD GMAJNA ),Anja Kirn (KD GMAJNA), Bernhard Groschupfer (Inova Consultancy), Annie Anthony Mays  (Inova Consultancy), Michel Dujeux  (CESEP), Jean-Luc Manise (CESEP), Jomahe Solis B. (Coop. CASBA), Chitra  Aluthwatta  (Coop. Casba),  Sandra Potestà (RLNYH), Fernanda Spina  (ARACNE), Francesca Vosa (ARACNE).
The workshop is led by Aracne which presents the Italian documentary: ”Il tempo delle arance”, which is a good example of immigrants’ conditions in Italy, in particular of the recruitment and use of immigrants’ seasonal labour .
In fact during their shared reflections, partners agree that it’s impossible to build a shared knowledge on intercultural learning processes, leaving aside immigrants’ living conditions.
The documentary has been created and produced by a Neapolitan association in order to give evidence of clashes between immigrants and inhabitants of Rosarno.
Rosarno is a little town in the Region of Calabria, Southern Italy, where immigrants find a seasonal job: the harvest of oranges. But it’s more realistic to say that they are exploited by local landowners who pay them 50 cents/1 € per box  and by “gangmasters”, people from criminal organisations who recruited immigrants and bring them to fields.
Gangmasters, were paid 10 € for each worker by the landowners and three € by each worker;  immigrants received twenty-two euro per day for working 10 to 14 hours and if they rebelled at these conditions they were threatened with death and often physically attacked.
Even if this is a modern ”slavery”, many immigrants come here every year, in order to obtain needed money. Actually, because of the economical crisis, a lot of immigrants who worked in farmers of Northern Italy have lost their job and come here. Thus the migrant community is growing more and more in this little town and their living conditions are getting worse, day by day:  they live all together in a disused farmer, with no light and no water.
 It was this condition of exploitation to cause the moments of high tension between immigrants and local residents, crowned in a Riot, with many immigrants injured. 
Unfortunately the riot is ended with immigrants’ transferring to the hosting centres of the neighbouring regions. 
After the documentary, partners share reflections and experiences about similar clashes in their countries.
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