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Minutes from Public workshop addressed to trainers: Activist research as an approach to the project “Managing knowledge in intercultural learning communities”. Contribution of Social center Rog and Kultruno društvo Gmajna held on 8th of October 2009 in Ljubljana.
Participants:  PierreL. Carrolaggi (GRETA du  Velay), Valéry Alibert (GRETA du Velay), Doriane Dupland (GRETA du Velay), Aigul Hakimova (KD GMAJNA), Sara Pistotnik (KD GMAJNA), Barbara Beznec (KD GMAJNA ), Anja Kirn (KD GMAJNA), Polona Mozetič (KD GMAJNA), Andrej Kurnik (SC Rog), Danijela Tamše (KD GMAJNA ), Bernhard Groschupfer (Inova Consultancy), AnnieMays (Inova Consultancy), Michel Dujeux  (CESEP), Florence Darville (CESEP), Laure Van Ranst (CESEP), Jomahe Solis Barzola (Coop. CASBA),  Sandra Potestà (RLNYH), Fernanda Spina  (ARACNE), Francesca Vosa (ARACNE), Rašid Saračević (SC Rog), Irina Vinčić (KD GMAJNA), Armin Salihović (SC Rog), Matjaž Oven (SC Rog), Duncan McCain (EVS – Slovenska filantropija) 
Hosting partner Kulturno Društvo Gmajna and Social center Rog organized a public workshop on 8th of October within the 3rd MAKNO meeting held in Ljubljana. The title of the workshop “Activist research as an approach to the project ‘Managing knowledge in intercultural communities’” has been chosen to present the methodology of Kulturno Društvo Gmajna and Social center Rog. Andrej Kurnik and Barbara Beznec made presentation of the activities and the place itself. According to the activities we carry out in Social center Rog and KD Gmajna it was significant to introduce to the audience the methodology we have developed and still working on. In this way, activist research methodology is, in the first place, an experience. SC Rog and KD Gmajna perform a wide range of activities in the field of migration, i.e. in the so-called intercultural communities. The approach we develop is based on disposition of managing knowledge in the space (place) where multiple intercultural communities come across. For instance, in case of migrant labor issue, the main approach to organize knowledge was to keep a reciprocal principle. Reciprocity, in this matter, expresses the potential to become visible. The organization of knowledge in case of labor migrants resumed a complex mediation from the inside collective communication. Let us suppose that the management of knowledge in society indicates the dominating feature of those who collect the data, whereas those, who share the knowledge (experience) or information often perceived passive, invisible and even anonymous. In Slovenia the collection of data on migration issues made by different organization has taken the pattern: “I take, you give”. Activist research methodology is performed in a different way: research itself means a mode of organization and self-organization; it is not a bare data collecting, on the contrary, to manage knowledge means to set up dispositive to overcome the subordination. On this spot we do a research, we research together and at the same time we organize the knowledge as a common. We don’t particularly perform classical teachings for migrants (both asylum seekers and migrant workers); and yet the activities we carry out contribute to the “integration process” on a certain level. There is no such an institution of cultural mediator in Slovenia as we have learnt from the experiences of Italian colleagues, although the pattern of the cultural mediator we notice in every one of us engaged in managing knowledge processes in intercultural learning communities. 

The following issues were put on the floor during the public workshop: 

· situation of labor migrants in Slovenia;

· asylum policy in Slovenia;

· the processes of organization and self-organization;

· other tools for making communication: radio emission, assemblies;
· activist research methodology, interviews;
· legal assistance

Ljubljana, November 2009

Written by Aigul Hakimova
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